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27 August 2020 
 
 
 

Dear Gordon, 
 

The Committee may be aware that in May this year I asked former Skyscanner COO Mark 
Logan to lead a short-life Review of Scotland’s tech ecosystem.  As you will be aware, 
Scotland has already generated four unicorn startups and is home to one of the most vibrant, 
high potential small tech communities in Europe, with particular strengths in fintech, data and 
artificial intelligence.   
 
Technology is one of the fastest growing sectors of our economy and it is crucial that we 
harness it to support economic recovery. The focus of the Review was therefore to identify 
the action necessary to elevate a good tech ecosystem to a world class level. I believe that 
Mr Logan’s report provides a quite exceptional blueprint to achieve this, with ambitious 
recommendations that span tech, education, entrepreneurship and the commercialisation of 
research.  The purpose of the recommendations is to produce a consistent stream of 
technology start-ups that reach sustained profitability, and a significant proportion that do so 
at scale; with consequent benefits in job creation, inward investment and tax revenues. 
 
I am pleased to inform the Committee that the report is being published and I enclose a 
copy. It can also be accessed online at  
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-technology-ecosystem-review/. 
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I am sure that the Committee will find as much value in the report as I have. I am currently 
considering the recommendations in the report and the Scottish Government intends to 
respond in the forthcoming Programme for Government.  I would be pleased to discuss the 
matter further with the Committee should that be considered useful. 

 
 

 
 
 

KATE FORBES 
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